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THE 


PREFACE. 


Tuts Plan was firſt ſuggeſted by the 
fixth volume of Lardner's Credibility. 
Aſſiſtance has alſo been derived from 
Michaelis“ Introductory Lectures, from 
Paley's Hor Paulinæ, and from Percy's 
Key to the New Teſtament. Locke, 
Taylor, Benſon, and Pierce on the 
Epiſtles, and Lowman and Abauzit on 
the Revelation have likewiſe been con- 
ſulted. 
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PLAN, &c. 


On the evidences o/ religion, the. nature 
of morals, and the nature and advan- 
tages of lectures on the writings and 
 , writers of the New Teflaments  ' 


Ir may be uſeful to ſtate the evidences 
of natural and revealed religion, and 
the nature of morals; previous to the en- 
quiry on the nature and advantages of 
the lectures, and on the writings and 
writers, of the New Teſtament. 


God is at all times, and in all places, 
wiſe, powerful, and good. Virtue, good- 
neſs, happineſs, the will of God, moral 
fitneſs; &c. are terms meaning the ſame 
thing. A future ſtate is beſt proved by 
revelation. . | 


— 


AZ 5 i The 


* Wee LE TY my TS 


the whole. 


1 
The writers of revelation were honeſt 
and able: the writings are genuine and 


good. Prieſiley's Inſtitutes. 


The names of the book, or books, are 
illuſtrative of the nature. They were 
collected into a volume by early _—_ 
tent judges. 5 


None are ſ urious, fi have been 
Goubted, the reſd are A eee | 


The hiſtories of the weiters are con- 


: Gſtent with their writings and characters. 
The time, when they wrote, is explana- 5 


tory of their ſubject and method, and 


confirms their credibility. Accounts of 
their writings are uſeful, in aſcertaini 


the meaning of particular parts, + Ip 


N. 


Len 


( 7 L 


* 9 80 
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On the meaning * litles given to the ſacred 
volume, how the books, in the New Te. 
tament were proved genuine, and on. 


the time when the les and Supels 
Were written. 


BinLE, meg a book ; teſtament, a; 


will; covenant, an agreement 5 canon, 


a rule; goſpel, glad tidings. The words 
teſtament, covenant, and goſpel, apply. 


either to the Ry or. to AN. eee of 


ma 


The urkinge w were et genuine, 1 


es quotations; and were formed into 


a volume gradually, by general conſent. 


Paul's letters were read in Chriſtian 
ſocieties, Col. iv. 16. written, or ſigned 
with his own hand, Gal. vi: 11. 2 Theſſ. 


iii. 17. and claſſed with the N * 


tures, 2 Pet. iii. 16. | 


f 


The epiſtles were written before the 


e, nien ar, nat mentioned in! 


tllem. 
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©} 
them. The epitiles were leſs neceſſary, 
after the | golpels. 


Ancient writers relate, chat the vofpels 
were written when the apoſtles left Feru- 
ſalem, where probably they ſtayed, till 
nearly the time when the 'Jewifh war 
began, in the year 66. It was not ſafe, 
or neceſſary, to warn Chriſtians of the 
— Colirudtion of n, — before. 


The golpe L of Mark was written when 
Peterwavat Rome, with his approbation, 


he knew not of the writings of Mark, or 


tory of the acts of the — were not 
finiſhed before the . 1 


N * * o ; 
. W-*+ 4 * 
þ 7. 


93. 
- On the life and 80fpel of Matthew: 


in the year 64 or 65. When Luke wrote, 
of Matthew, yet his goſpel and the bil- 


MarrRw. o or bande was a pub- 
lican, or toll-gatherer. His account is 
* aft er his call. * n 

us, 


( & )} ; 


ſus, chap. ix. g & c. Mark ii. 14, &c. 


Luke v. 27, &c. % He died in Parthia or 


dane 2a 


His: cofpel was not: vritten before the 


des left jeruſalem. It was not ne- 


ceſſary, or ſafe, to publiſh! predictions 


concerning Judea A oy It was writ-⸗ 


ten after or at the ſame time with the 
goſpel of Luke, conſequently, between 
the years 63 and 66. There are freer 


notions in it concerning Judaiſm, than 


were entertained by Chriſtians before 
that time. xx. I=—17. xxi. 28—31. 


33—44. xxii. 1—14. xxv. Probably it 


was originally written in the Hebrew lan- 


guage, as appears from the beſt and moſt 
ancient W gy the copy is 


loft. | 6.28, {| 


Some early Jewith. Chriſtians 1 a 


copy without the two firſt chapters. The 


accounts of Luke and Matthew, at leaſt, 
are very different in theſe reſpects. See 
the Efe on the miraculous e in 


s 
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genealogy, and the birth, as ſome think, | 
ſuperſede the uſe of one another. The 
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He wa$' reconciled to Paul, 2 TIM. iv. 
1 "Od! iv. 10. LN N oth 10 23103; 


(. w } 


the Theologital Repoſitory, vols. 4, 5: nd. 


Williams Free Enquiry. p 


The ſame perſons urge that thins's are 
range chaſms in the life of Jeſus; from 
his birth to twelve, from twelve to thirty, 
and would lay a principal ſtreſs on his 
baptiſm, temptation, ſermon, miracles, 
parables, diſcourſes, travels, death, and 


reſurrection, as recorded by r 


we 2 . e N r RT. * 


0 8 
on the iſe and goſpel of lend. 


* 


Te are the dune W toe 


the date of Mark's goſpel. He was the 


nephew of Barnabas, and the companion 


of Peter; Acts xv. 37. At firſt he was timid 
and worldly, afterwards honeſt and bold. 


OT) S177 911 


His goſpel i is no fervite abridgemen 


o Matthew, or of Matthew and - prong 
whole 


| ſome common, erude, undigeſted, irre- 


4 


whoſe differences and raſemblances ate 


beft accounted for, on the ſuppoſition of 


gular, unconnected, memoirs, early taken, 
and corrected by better ne ind 
reflection Luke 1 i. 4. | 
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02 the life and 1 of Luke, 


Is Luke wav one of the ſeventy, or firſ 
diſciples, he.might be an eye witneſs of 
the life of: Jelus,: He alone has men- 
tioned: them, Certainly | he was the 


companion. of Paul, Acts xvi. 10. Xx. 6, 
XX1, 1 m amd. æxviii ebapters, 


Tha: inteiadien to his goſpel, Wer 


fats him as. receiving his information 
from others, yet as not having ſeen any 


and Mark: As the Goſpel and the AQg 
are two volumes of the ſame work, ad 


regular accounts: like theſe of Matthew 


dreſſed to the ſame perſon, Theopbilus; 
z| Perhaps the Goſpel was not pabliſheq 440 
619811915 | tae 


2229 05 
* 
= < — 
* — — 


— — 


the Acts was finiſhed ; not before the 
cloſe of Paul's impriſonment, in the year 
63 or ON Acts xxviii. 30, __ 73 mol 


The internal idee and "Park 
like to thoſe in Matthew and Mark, re- 
ferring to Judaiſm and Jeruſalem, favour 
ſuch a ſuppoſition. Luke v. 36, &c. xii. 


36—53· xxl. a 
The account of the birth. of Jeſus in 


the beginning of Luke, is ſaid to abound 
with Hebraiſms, to leave no room for 


the journey into Egypt, and to repreſent 
eſus as a temporal Meſſiah. It was re- 


zected by Marcion, and probably by the 
Gnoſtics. It is very different Gor that 


of Matthew, and has been repreſented as 


ſo inconſiſtent with chrovology-and hiſ< 
tory, that many have doubted its ge- 


nuineneſs, and laid no ſtreſs upon it. 
Tarte en ee. vols, 4+ be 


| Luke relates the baptiſea/and SIE 

tation of Jeſus, the advice of John the 
Baptiſt, the ſpeech of Jeſus at Nazareth, 
the parable of the prodigal ſon, of Laza- 


aus, of the an publican; the 
reſurrection] 


(8 3 
reſurrection of the widow's ſon at Nain, 
&c. &c, He has allo, as well as Mark, 
mentioned the aſcenſion of Jeſus, parti- 
cularly 1 in the Acts of the 8 


This book is the continuation, or ap- 
pendix of the Goſpel. It was written 
in the year 63, 64, or 65. It deſcribes 
the firſt planting of chriſtianity in Judea, 
Syria, the iſlands, Aſia, Greece, and Italy, 
by Peter, the apoltles, ed A 
and Paul. . 

Paul i is che hero of the piece, 3 
Luke attended him. Along with his 
Epiſtles, the Acts may furniſh a com- 
plete hiſtory of him. The Acts are 


lively, intereſting, ſtriking, important, 


and credible; in à high degree, when 
compared with the epiſtles, and ancient 

writers and hiſtorians, friends and enc- 

mies. They are declarative of the 

doctrines, practices, and opinions, of the 

apoſtles and early chriſtians. Luke 
leaves his readers e for more. 
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( 14 ) 
$ 6. 
on the life and goſpel of John. 


Z BE DEE was the father, Salome the 
mot her of ohn. Compare Matt. xxvii. 
56. with Mark xv. 40, and xvi. 1. James 
his brother was called with _ he 
s John was the nephew, certainly the 
Bread of Jeſus, who inſtrutted a 
proved him. He was baniſhed to Pate 
mos, lived a hundred years, died at E 
pheſus, performed miracles, and expoſed 
errors and wickedneſs: many fabulous 
ſtories are told of him. He was affec- 
tionate to the laſt, as appears from his 
conſtant. laying, Lore one another. cg 


| Thete are five of his writings. | „ 
goſpel is of a ſpiritual nature. It was 
written not long after the other goſpels, 
before the de ſtruction of eruſalem, v. A. 
to prove Jeſus the Meſſiah, as is evident 
not only from xx. 31. but from the ga- 
neral tenour, and even from the intro. 
duction, which is often falſely explained, 
and difficult to be underſtood; yet ſhould 
W with the cuſtoms, writings, 
> | manners, | 


mY #5 N 


(ws) | 
manners, phraſes, and opinions of he 


Jews atthat time. Lardner on the Logos. 
This goſpel relates the events of three, 
or two years, or perhaps only of one 
year. Tranſpoſe the fifth and fixth 
chapters, omit the word paſſover, vi. 4. 
and only five feaſts, including two paff- 
overs, are mentioned, which might all 


duction to Preefiley's Harmony. 1 4 


1 1 


_ — 


1 


On the converſion, life, travels, and chg- 


rater of Paul. 


$AVL or Pat, vn Benjamite, born 


at Tarſus, in Cilicia, a province of Afia 
Minor, Acts xxi. 39. xxii. g. He was 


a a freeman of Rome, xvi. 37, 38. xxii. 25, 


29. xxiii. 27. A Phariſee, xxiit. 6. xxvi. 
5. Phil. iii. 5. He had a ſiſter, xxiti. | 
16—22. and other relations, Rom. xvi. 

7. 11, 21. He was a pupil of Gamaliel, 
and a Conſcientious honeſt man, 1 Tim. 


— 5 


= 1 nn g 
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i. 13. Adds xv. wh Col. iv. 10, 2 Tim. 


iv. 11. ACts xxiii. 1—5. chap. xxvi. 


The peace of the Churches was hoes 
years after his converſion, Gal. i. 15 18. 
owing probably to the attempt made; by 
Petronius, governor of Syria, by order of 
Caligula, to ſet the ftatufe of the em- 
.peror in the temple of the Jews; who 
then ceaſed aflicing the ehriſtians. This 


attempt was made in the year 39, or 40; 


whence Paul's converſſon was in the 


year 36, or 37. Perhaps Stephen's mar- 
tyrdom was in, tbe year 35.7 about the 
de of Pilate's removal. 


Perhaps Paul knew 1 of chrif- 


tianity before: (compare Acts vii. 58. 


with Philemon q, which was written in 


the year 62.) and baving left Gamaliel 
long before, might then be come from 


Tarſus to Jeruſalem. His travels in the 


fezvice of the goſpel may be ;conbderss 
* ſeven different periods. | 


A 
0 _ 


The firſt period reaches FL 5 year 
36 to 39, or 40. Gal. i. 15—18, Acts 


IX. 31. 2 Cor. xi. 32. Acts ix. 1-—g0. 


including 


En 
including the events from his converſion 
to the time when he afterwards came > up 
to Jeruſalem. 


The ſecond period reaches from the 


year 39 or 40, to 42 or 43; to the time 


when Barnabas brought him to Antioch, 
Acts xi. 25. Claudius began to reign in 
the year 42, and in his ſecond year, 44, 
Herod was made king of Judea, Acts xii. 
Before this, Paul and Barnabas were one 
year in Antioch, whither they returned 
aver the death of Herod. 


Thus! is fined the third period, which 
reaches to this return. The year 43 


might be ſpent in Antioch, whither Paul 
might come in the year 42; andin 44 or 
45 Paul and Barnabas might return. 
Akts xxii. 17. 2 Cor. xii. 1-8. This 
1 was written in the year 57. | 


The fourth. period reaches from the 


| year 44, or45, to 50, Gal. ii. 1. to the 


council, Acts xv. Paul and Barnabas 


went to Cyprus, Perga, Antioch, in Pi- 
_ Iconium, Lyſtra, Derbe, and re- 
B 3 turned _ 
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5. TSX 
turned to n in Syria. Acts xili, 
xiv. 5 | 


The fifth period reaches from the time 
when the council was held at Teruſalem, 
to.the time when Paul was apprehended 
and impriſoned. Peter diſſembled, Gal. 
ii. Barnabas and Paul ſeparated. Paul 
went through Aſia into Greece, to Phi- 
lippi, Theſſalonica, Athens, and Corinth; 
where he met Aquila and his wife, who 
were driven from Rome by. Claudins, in 
the year 51. Here Paul ſtaid a year and 
fix months, the remainder of the year 51, 
the whole of the year z2, and part of the 
year 53. Then he went up fo Jerulalem, 
and came down to Epheſus; where he 
remained two years and three months, 
probably near three years, xx. 31. In 
the year 53 he. might come to Epheſus, 
ſtay the years 34 and 55, till near Pente- 
coft in the year 36, 1 Cor.-xvi. 8. This 
epiſtle to the Corinthians was written at 
the Paſſover, 1 Cor. v.-7. xi. 20, &c. The 
mob at Epheſus rendered it neceſſary for 
Paul to depart before the time when he 


intended. Three womhs he ſpent in 
Greece, 


6 


CW 
Greece, Acts xx. 3 Inwhat year? 1 Tim. 
was written after 1 Cor. and before the 
ſecond, 1 Cor. iv. 17. xvi. 10. Yet the 
young diſciple returned to Epheſus be- 
fore the epiſtle was written to him. But 
he was with Paul when the ſecond epiſtle 
was written to the Corinthians, i. 1. In 
1 Cor. xvi. 6. Paul propoſed to ſpend a 
winter at Corinth; but if it had been the 
winter of the year 56, he need not have 
apologized for not having been, when he 
wrote the ſecond epiſtle, x. 1, 2. x11. 14. 
xiii. 1, 2. Vet a year at leaſt elapfed, be- 


tween the writing of the firſt and ſecond 


epiſtle. 1 .xvi. 2. f ix. 2. The threg 


months then were partly in the year 37, 


and partly in the year 58. Where Paul 
was in the winter of the year 56, we are 
not informed, but he might be in Illyri- 
cum, Dalmatia, or Crete, or might he not 
be at Nicopolis? Tit. iii. 12. Rom. xv. 
19. 2 Tim. iv. 10. At the end of the 
three months he returned through Ma- 
cedonia, and came to Troas at the time 
ok the Paffover, in the year 58. He was 
deſirous of ſailing to Jerulalem by Pen- 
tecoſt, Acts xx. 16. 
The 


[8 The fixth period, reaches to the deli- 
1 verance of Paul from impriſonment at 
| | Rome. As he was ſeized by the es, reſ- 

" cued by Lyſias, ſpoke to the people, de- 

1 fended himſelf before the council, was in 
þ danger at Jeruſalem, was conveyed to 
Ce ſarea, pleaded before Felix, made him 
tremble for his guilt, as he was left con- 
fined two years, as he vindicated himſelf 
before Agrippa, ſailed to Rome, and ſpent 
three ect at Melita, he could not ar- 
1 rive at Rome before the year 61. There 
be was confined to his houſe two years, 
VS whence he eould not be releaſed before 
| mw year 63, Acts xxi.— Xxviii. 1 . ig 


1 The eehch bad laſt pitin be to 
93 Paul's death. When he was releaſed, 
# he might viſit Ferufalem, Heb. xiii. 18, 
19, 23. Coloffe, Philemon 22. Philippi, 
1 Phil. ii. 23; 24. Some ſay he went into 
17 Spain. Ancient hiſtory e that he 
11 returned to Reme, and was beheaded in 
Tilt Nero's perſecution, in the year 64 or 65. 
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Fe OURTEEN coiling are aid to have 
been written by Paul. "Thirteen have 
been , univerſally received: only the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews has been doubt- 


ed. Thele epiſtles ſhould be read in 


connection with:the hiſtory of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, and in the order in 
which they were written. Theſſalonians, 
Galatians, Corinthians; 1 Timothy, Ro- 
mans, Epheſians, Coloſſians, Philemon, 
ed Wie ol 


Tbey 83 de d divided i into ſuch as 
the 2 wrote before he went to Rome 
and ſuch as he wrote from Rome. 


Thoſe ieh RE weots! ALY Io went 


* Rome; are thoſe to the Theſlalonians, 


Galatians, the firſt to Timothy, the 


epiſtles to the Corinthians, and the epiſtle 
to the Romans. It is doubted whether 
the epiſtle to Titus was written before or 
after Paul went to Rome. Thoſe which 


he wrote from Rome, are the epiſtles to 
/ the 


ng 


. 85 
the aan Coloſſians, Philemon, and 
the Philippians. 


WES | e e whether the ſecond to 
Timothy was written the firſt or ſecond 
time, when Paul was at Rome. If he 
wrote the epiſtle to the Hebrews, it was 
written from the ſame 1 


It ſhould be known to whom theſe 
;epiſfiles were addreſſed ; whether they 
were Gentiles, or Jews, or both; and 
where they lived. They ſhould be re- 
garded as letters to chriſtian ſocieties, or 
to individual diſciples: admitting di- 


greſſions, ariſing from the peculiar mind 


of the writer, and adapted to their cir- 
cumſtances whom he addreſſed. The 
common diviſions into chapters and 


verſes deſerve little regard. The natu- 


ral diviſions ſhould be obſerved. One 
ſubject cloſes and another begins. Part 
is ſpeculative, and part practical. The 


beginning is more particular, the conclu- 


-hon more general. When, where, to 
whom, in what order were theſe epiſtles 
written, are queſtions leading to a you 
ane Proper account of them. 
99. 


j conſolation under affliction and perſecu- 
tion, and are deſcriptive of the character, 
ſuperſtition, bigetry, and end of the 


( 23 ) 
99. 
On the epiſtles to the Theſſalonians. 


en was the capital of 
Macedonia. The epiſtles to the Theſſa- 
lonian Chriſtians, were written from Co- 
rinth, in the year 81 or 32, Acts xvii. 
1—15. I Thefl. iii. 1 —6. compared 
with AGs xvii. 3. The firſt isan hiſtorical. 
epiſtle, referring to what befel Paul at 
Theſſalonica. 1 

were moſtly of Gentile extraction. 


Both epiſtles were intended for their 


4 


The ſecond has been ſuppoſed to fore- 


tel the corruptions and abuſes of chriſ- 
lanity. | 


he chriſtians in this city 


( 24 ) 
910. 
On e to the Galations. \ 


GA LAT IA vas an inland orovinte of 
Aſia Minor. The epiſtle to the Chriſ- 


tians in this province, who were probably 


moſtly Gentiles, (Acts xv. and xvi. 6.) 
was written, as is likely, in the period 


between the firſt and ſecond viſit of Paul, 


iv. 20. i. 6. Acts xviii. 23. from Corinth, 

Perhaps i in the year 31, or 5a, Acts xviii. 
11. 21. Perhaps before, Acts xvi. 10. 40. 
xvii. 1. 10. compared with Gal. i. 2. 
to guard them againſt the influence of 


Jewiſh ſuperſtition, bigotry, and pride; 
to ſhew the ſuperiority of the Goſpel to 
Judaiſm, to prove his own ſteadineſs to 
Chriſtianity, to ſhew that Abraham was 
juſtified by his faithfulneſs, and to mats 
_ Sandy to their Fwy | 162 
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On the firſt epiſile to Timothy. 


Tur firſt epiſtle to Timothy, was 
written after the firſt and before the 
ſecond epiſtle to the Corinthian Chriſ- 
tians. Acts xx. 1—4. 1 Cor. xvi. 8— 
10. 2 Cor. 1. 1. in the year 56, from 
Macedonia. 1 Tim. 1. g. to warn the 


young diſciple againſt certain corrup- 


tions of Chriſtianity, ariſing from the 
Eſſenes, Acts xviti. 24—28, x1x. 1—20. 
to direct him in the choice of proper 
perfons to manage the chriſtian ſociety 
at Epheſus, to afford him ſome rules for 
his own behaviour, and to guard him a- 
gainſt Jewiſh ſuperſtition, unneceſlary 
mortification, and ſelf denial. 


The words God was manifeſt, 1 Tim. 
111. 16. are who, or which, was manifeſt, 
in the beſt copies. The text was not 
quoted in early times, to prove [eſus 
God, nor does it, 1 John iv. 15. Pſalm 
xiv. 5. I Cor. xiv. 24, 25. The epiſtle 

beta” IRA 


( 26. ) 


concludes with directions to ſervants and 


maſters, with morality, or ſound doctrine; 
with recommending content, &c. . 


\ 


812. 
On the epiſtle to Titus. 


| 1 HE epiſtle to Titus was written 


either at the ſame time, with the firſt epi- 


ſtle to Timothy, 111. 12. 1 Cor. xvi. I. 
2 Cor. ix. 2. Rom. xv. 19. Tit. i. 12. 


or ſoon after Paul came to Rome, Acts 


xxvii. 79—13. either in the year 56 or 67, 
or in theyear 62, 63, or 64. The directions 
reſemble thoſe in the firſt, epiſtle to Ti- 


mothy. Perhaps Paul kept copies, 


of his epiſtles, or paſſing through Ephe- 


ſus after his impriſonment, might lee the 
firſt epiſtle to Timothy. Titus was an 


older man than Timothy. 2 Cor. ii. 13. 


Gal. ii. 3. Crete was an iſland in the 


; Mediterranean, *Tis now called Can- 


dia. It was the parent of Grecian aad 


Roman mythology, and idolatry; the 


kahlen birth Place of Jupiter, Its inha- 
bitants 


r 8 


and warns Titus againſt them. 


% 


bitants were wicked, treacherous, ſuper- 


ſtitious, credulous, ready to liſten to the 
Eſſenes, 'whoſe principles Paul expoles, 
Mora- 
lity is ſill ſound doctrine. i. 12, is a quo- 
tation from a heathen poet. It is miſun- 


derſtood; the word tranſlated flow, ſhould 
be rendered ravenous. 


l 


Ci 
On the firſt epiſtle to the ee 


8 was a city in Achaia, of 


which Cenchrea was the port. Garnes 
were celebrated near Corinth. Sce i epil. 
ix. 27. Paul came thither in the year 51, 
ſtaid a year and 6 months, Acts xviii. 


He ſtaid at Epheſus nearly g years. Com- 


pare Acts xix. and xx. Not long before 


he left Epheſus, he wrote the firſt epiſtle | 


to the Corinthians, before Pentecoſt. xvi. 
8. perhaps during the Paſſover, v. 6—8. 
in the year 56. The ſoeiety at Corinth 


conſiſted of Jews and Gentiles. A Tew- 


iſh Sadduce had corrupted them. They 
8 2 
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allowed a man to marry his ſtep mother, 
and celebrated the Lord's ſupper in an in- 


famous manner. Hence Paul wrote the 


. firſt epiſtle to break the ſpirit of party a- 
mong them, to teach the ſimplicity of 
the Goſpel], to confute the pretenſions 
of the falſe Apoſtle, to give advice a- 


bout divorces and marriage, to ſhew 


the impropriety of attending the idol 


ſacrifices, to reprehend the blameable 


method of conducting the Lord's ſupper 


among the Corinthians, to repreſent the 
comparative importance of ſpiritual gifts, 
to place chriſtian love above them al' 
to prove the great doctrine of the reſur- 


. tection of Chriſt and of mankind, and 
to recommend to the Corinthians a col- 
lection for the aſſiſtance of the poor 
ane! in Judea. 


RY e oe . 


On the ſecond epi le to the Corinthions 


Tus: bend epiſtle was written a year 
| er the firſt ix. 2. xiii. 1. in the year 


N 


A. Ay — an id. _ 


the 


„„ 
57. Timothy was with Paylj. 1, whence 
it was probably written ks 1 Tim. 
from Macedonia, It deſcribes the dangers 
which he had eſcaped, apologizes for 
not viliting them according to his pro- 


miſe, in the former letter, teſtifies his 
concern and affection for them, cenſures 


the ſuperſtitious practices of Jews, ex- 
preſſes joy that chriſtianity was free from 


ſuperſtition, moſt excellently calculated 


to teach moral and holy duties, and to 
ſupport under ering and trials, en- 
quires whether he had not behaved un- 
exceptionably, recommends perſeverance 
in charity, compares Paul with the falſe 
apoſtle, reſpecting doctrine, life, man- 
ners, inſtitutions, ſufferings, revelation; 
and concludes with virtuous and pious 
direQions; 


. 
On the . to the Romans. 


3 was the capital of Italy, and 


C 3 | | Cilla 


the centre of the Roman empire, Priſ- 
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the twelfth to the end the fourth. 
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cilla and Aquila, with ſome few others, 


not Peter, were inſtrumental in preach- 
ing the chriſtian religion there before the 
epiſtle was written. Acts xviii. Rom. xvi. 
3—5—16. Acts xv. 7— 11. and Gal. ii. 
Peter was not in Rome till the time when 
he ſuffered death. 


The epiſtle was written when Paul 
was going up to Jeruſalem inthe year 38. 
Acts xix. 21. xx. 22. Rom. xv. 25. Acts 
xx. 3. from Corinth. Rom. xvi. 1—23. 
1 Cor. i. 14. both to Jews and Gentiles; 
repreſenting both as wicked, needing the 


goſpel; the Jews as laying an undue 


ſtreſs on ceremonies, valuing themſelves 


for their deſcent, and law, as choſen, 
vainly ſeeking theirliberty, to be rejected, 


yet {till at length to be reſtored. The 


epiſtles to the Galatians and Romans 


may be compared. The differences ariſe 
from time and circumſtances, the ſubjects 


are the ſame, The epiſtle to the Romans 


may be divided into four parts. The 


firſt five chapters contain the firſt part, 


the ſixth, ſeventh, and eighth, the lecond, 
the ninth, tenth, and eleventh the third, 


1 


The | . 


„ 
The firſt part begins with repreſenting 


the wickedneſs. of Gentiles and Jews, 


chap. i, 11. and their need of the Goſpel, 


iii. Even the law of Moſes was become 
inſufficient, uſeleſs, and greatly abuſed. 


It was good in itſelf, but gave no merit. 


to thoſe who knew it, but obeyed it not. 


The Jews boaſted of their deſcent from 


Abraham, but without any reaſon, unleſs 
they did the works of Abraham, iv. but 
Abraham plealed God by his faith, in- 
tegrity, faithfulneſs, truſt, confidence, 
conſiſtency, good character, ſuch as were 
recommended in the goſpel. Chriſtanity 

leading from wickedneſs, and decke 


a future ſtate, remedied the evils of fin 
and death. Faith is oppoſed to works; 


not to good works. No works are good 
without faith, integrity, good principles, 
good motives. A faithful adherence to 


their religion, was the teſt of Ken in 
the Aileen 8 


In the ſecond. Rs : of FR epiſtle, =o 
vi. the Geatiles are exhorted to put away 
ſin, and'to rejoice in the bleſſings of good- 
nels, 'and in the rewards of 1mmortality, 
law 


i 


In nne Yu. the Jews ase told. that the 


x 
.F 
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law is no longer uſeful to them, ſince they 
were ſo wicked; and that the goſpel alone 
could reform them. In chap. vin. are 
repreſented the bleſſings of all the faith- 
ful dilciples, the condemnation of fin, 
the bliſs of goodnels, a godly ſpirit, God 
their Father, and eternal life. They 
were therefore to bear up under their 
affliction, and to pray to God, by whole 
providence they were invited, madegood, 
and promiſed happinels. God and [e- 
ſus then were theirs, and the religion of 
Jeſus, taught them, that God was good, 
and would be Ione to the good. 


Ih the third part of the epillle, aha 


ix. are deſcribed the great privileges of 
the Jews which they had abuſed. The 
doctrine of election had corrupted them. 


The children of Ifrael were choſen that 


they might be good. They [were not 


good becauſe they were choſen. All 
things were for the beſt. Paul wiſhed, - 


hoped, was aſſured, that the ſews right 


be reformed, reſtored, bleſſed, x, xi. 


In the fourth and laſt part of this e- 
a all are adviſed to worſhip God, to 


love 


C03 3] 


love one another, to pay a juſt obedience 
to the ruling powers, to give no unne= 
ceſſary offence to one another, or to 
others, and to rejoice in the ſpread of 
the goſpel. xi. to the end. 


Chap. ix. 5. may be, Chriſt came who 
is over all, i. e. Chriſtians. God be bleſſed 
for ever. Or, God who is over all, be 
bleſſed for ever. Some would read whoſe 
is, for who is. Whoſe are the fathers, of 
whom came Chriſt, or poſſibly, whole is 
Chriſt, whoſe is God over all bleſſed for 
ever. See Taylor's note on the place. 


6 


916. | 
On the epiſtle to the Epheſians. 


Or the epiſtles written from Rome, 


that to the Epheſians was the firſt, iii. 1. 
vi. 19, 20. As Paul was impriloned in 
the year 58, he could not arrive at Rome 
till the year 61, Acts xxiv. 27. xxviii. 11. 
He continued there two years, xxviii. 30. 
in a kind of eaſy confinement, which 

gave 
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gave him ile ind opportunity to 
-write the reſt of his epiſtles. This letter 
was carried by Tychicus, vi. 21. written 
and ſent in the year 61, or 62. 


Epheſus was a large maritime iading 


city, in Aſia Minor, the capital of Aſia 
proper, renowned for Dian's temple, 
noted for magic, Acts xix. 20. Which was 


brought thither by the Egyptian prieſts 
of Cybele, and confirmed by Eſſene ſu- 


perlen, which blended the Jewiſh're- 
ligion with heathen mythology, ſuppoſed 


angels, meſſengers, or ſuperior beings, 
around the throne of God, who had in- 
tercourſe with man, and enabled ſome to 

erform miracles. The apoſtle either 
oppoſed their notions, or applied their 


language to chriſtianity, as Jeſus did. 


Matt. xviii. 10. compared with Eſther i. 
14. which proves that ſuch allufions 
were borrowed from eaſtern courts, . 


Jeſus Chriſt was the greateſt Caron : 


with God. His religion overturned ſu- 


perſtition, declared the univerſal provi- 
dence of God, repreſented the Meſſiah as 
the author of a new religion, which was 


tc 
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| toypreval, and to promote univerſal 1 
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| Some blalCwhat is entitled the epiſtle 
to the Epheſians was not addreſſed to 


them. Some ancient copies omit the 


words in Epheſus, ver. 1. Compare 3, 
and 4. There are no alluſions to the 
events which had befallen him, no par- 
ticular ſalutations or reſpects. It is Saul 


poſed to be called, (Col. iv. 16.) the e- 
piltle to the Laodiceans, more properly 


from Laodicea. There is however ex- 


tant a falſe epiſtle to the Laodiceans, 


which there might not have been, if thishad - 


been addreſſed to them. The architec- 
tural alluſions ſupport the notion that it 
was addreſſed to the Eaheſians, ii. 20. 
not particularly perhaps, but among the 
reſt living in the province. 


Ignatius, in the firſt and ſecond cen- 
uries, and Palladius in the fifth, mention 
an epiſtle of Paul to Epheſus. Being ge- 
neral, addreſſed to a whole province, it 
equired not particular lalutations, eſpe- 
lally if 2 Lim. containing ſuch ſaluta- 
ions, was ſent at the ſame time. Paul 
ſpent 
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„„ 
ſpent as much time in Epheſus as in any 
other city, Acts xx. 18, 31. His preaching 
occaſioned a riot, xix. 23, &c. Hence it 
is thought probable that as ſoon as he 
arrived at Rome, and had leiſure, he 
would direct his attention to the Chriſ- 
tians in and round Epheſus. 


The epiſtles to the Epheſians, Coloſ- 
ſians, and Philippians are rapturous and 
declamatory. The firſt ſprang from the 
honeſt brave mind of a miniſter in priſon, 
addreſſing an affectionate people. It is 
full of alluſions to their ſi tuation and cir- 
cumſtances, was intended to overthrow 
errors among them, addreſſed principally 


to Gentiles, treats of myſtery, or of the 
goſpel revealed to them, deſcribes the 
influence of chriſtianity, in architectural 


terms, ſhews ſeſus to be the head of the 
chuich, the author of the new creation, 
ſuperior to the angels, principalities, and 
powers feigned by ſuperſtition, and con- 
tains advice to different ranks in domeſtic 
ſociety. 


917. 
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On the epiſtle to the Coloſſians. 


Ir is doubtful when 2 Tim. was written, 


perhaps when the epiſtle to the Ephe- 


ſians, iv. 12, 13. perhaps when Paul 
was the ſecond time at Rome. iv. 16— 

18. Hence the epiſtle to the Coloſ- 
fans is previouſly conſidered. It was 
written ſometime after the epiſtle to 
Epheſus, which it reſembles; at the 
ſame time with that to Philemon, not 
long before Paul's releaſe i in'the year. 62, 


or 63. i, 1. 7. ii. 8. iv. 8, 9. and epiſtle to 


Philemon, verſes 10 and 22. It is doubt- 
ful whether Coloſſe had been viſited by 
Paul. ii. 1. Acts xx. 18. © Superſtition 


had ſpread and increaſed, ſince the epi- 


Nis to the Epheſians had been written. 
Hence Timothy and Paul repreſent. je- 


ſue as a author of à new creation, 


Warn du Holoſſians againſt ſuperſtition, 
idol nty, unnces tary lanQicy, riyour, 
leli-<denial, moni fun, defcribe [ws 
21 en Sues 48 Prot! ren, bx me aus of 
hu gel, and give mucn moral and 
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8 18. 
On the. epiſtle to Phi lemon. 


P HILEMON was a native of Colofſe, 
a city in Aſia proper, near Epheſus. 
Paul's epiſtle to him was defigned to xen 


inſtate Oneſimus in his favonr. 


1 
2 — — 


„ 1 Oe 
On the epiſtle to the Philippians. 


P 'HILI PPI was the firſt place i in Eu- 
goſpel. 


5 rope where Paul preached the 
Ads. xvi. 10, &c. The epiſtle is ad- 
dreſſed to the Chriſtians in this place, was 


1 written after the arrival of Timothy, not 


long before the releaſe of Paul, in the 
end of the year 62, or the beginning of 6g. 
ii. 19— 2g, before the epiſtle to the He- 
"brews, xiii. 23, and ſent by Epaphroditus. 
Ihe letter expreſſes the good ' wiſhes of 
the apoſtle, deſcribes his ſituation and 
- Tuccels in preaching the goſpel at Rome, 
Exhorts the Philippians to practiſe hu- 
mility 


2 


rere 


( 29 ) | 

mility like Jeſas, not who thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, but a 
thing not to be coveted to be as a God; 
thanks them for their preſent, warns 
them againſt ſuperſtition and diſſention, 
and recommends to them the perform- 


ance of all their 2 


8 20. 
Ox the fecond epifile to Timothy. 


18 has been generally thought, that 
the ſecond of Timothy was written not 
long before Paul ſuffered death. Lard- 
ner however maintains a different opini- 


on ; that it was written ſoon after the 
apoſtle arrived the firſt time at Rome, 


ere he knew that his ſafety was ſecured. 


The tears of Timothy. which are de- 
fcribed i. 4. (ſee Acts xx 37) the faluta- 
tions in oh epiſtle iv, the requeſt that 
the young diſciple ſhould come to Rome, 


bringing certain papers and parchments, 


are the main foundations of the latter no- 


Da tion. 
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tion. Hence the letter muſt have been 


written in the year 61. and ſent along 


with on epiſtle to the Epheſians. 


The apoſtle expreſſes his good wiſhes 
for Timothy, wars um againſt luper- 
ſtition, recs: Wide to him good works, 
deſcribes the progreſs of ſuperſtition, 
reminds him what be himſelf had ſuf- 


fercd, exhorts him to pay a diligent re- 


gard to the holy ſcriptures, repreſents his 
own willingrelſs to depart, his confidence 
in the gracious providence of God, 


mentions thoſe who had left him, as 
well as thoſe who were with him, re- 
lates how he had pleaded his cauſe with 
- fucceſs before the Emperor, and con- 
- cludes with ſalutations to different in- 
| dividuals, | 


bai. | 
"On the ep! ele to the Hebrews. 7 85 


IR Iſaac Newton thoug ht the epillle 


to the Hebrews was addrelled to Jewiſh 


believers e Lightfoot to thoſe in 
N. 


— 


* i 28 


pe ( 42 9) 
Judea, and by them to the reſt, Chap. 
xin. 19, 28. v. 12. x. g2—34. xiii. 12, 
14. Xl. 7, 17, 24. On the other ſide 
examine X111. 2. xiii. 19, and the firſt and 
ſecond epiſtles of Peter. The epiſtle 
ſhould on ſuch a ſuppoſition have been 
written in Hebrew, not in Greek. 


It is aſked who wrote it. Paul ſay 


the writers of the ſecond and third cen- 
tury. But Tertullian afcribed it to Bar- 
nabas, and the writers of the fourth cen- 
tury, doubted who was the author. Je- 


rom ſays, the cauſes of doubt were the 
want of a name and a different ſtyle. 
But ſee xiii. 23. viii. 4. xiii. 10. compare 


xii. g with Gal. vi. 9. v. 12 with 1 Cor. 


iii. a. viii. 1. with Eph. 1. 21. viii. 6. ix. 


15. Xii. 24. with Gal. iii 19, 20. and 1 
Tim. ii. 8. See alſo chap. xii. 1. and 


compare the concluſion and ſalutations 


of this epiſtle with thoſe which are ac- 
knowledged to be written by Paul. 2 


Theſ. iii. 18. Phile. 22. compared with 


Heb. xiii. 19. 2 Cor. i. 1. Col. i. 1. 


1 Theſſ. iii. 2. with Heb. xiii. 23. If then 


Paul wrote the epiſtle, it was written 
juſt before his releaſe. If 2 Pet. iii. 15, 
pied _ " WW 2 | 16, 
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16, refer to this epiſtle, there needs no 
farther diſpute about the author. On 
the other ſide, ſee chap. ii. g. yet com- 
pared with Col. i. 12, 13. The ſtyle it 
is ſaid is ſuperior to Paul's. Uncertain 
rule! Clemens Alexandrinus thought 
that it was written by Paul in Hebrew, 
and tranſlated by Luke into Greek. 

Origen thought the ſentiments were 
Paul's, but the words another's. The 
want of a name 1s the principal objection, 
yet this might be omitted for prudential 
reaſons. See too 1 John i. 1. and Heb. 
xiii. 22. If then it was written by Paul, 
it was written juſt before his releafe in 
the year 63. See the concluding paſſages 
in Col. Phil. and Philemon. The ſub- 
ſcription is of no authority; and incon- 
ſiſtent with the epiſtle. xiii. 23. is to be 
explained perhaps by Phil. ii. 19: A 
Jew, Father Simon's friend, praiſed this 
epiſtle. Tillotſon profeſſed not to know 
the author, but thought he had a good 
delign 2 in view. 


| In the language of the Old Teſtamen 
Jeſus is repreſented as ſuperior to pro 


phets, angels, meſſengers, attendants, at 
| falſe 


an 


falſe gods of the Heathens, the imagi- 
nary angels of the Jews, to all the meſſen- | 
gers of God, to Moſes, to Solomon; as a | 
prieſt of natural religion above the Jewiſh 
high prieſt, and rendering void the ceremo- | 
nial law. Nothing is wanting in his re- | 
ligion to recommend it. His death was 
a ſacrifice, ſealing the truth, and mak- | 
ing ſacrifices unneceſſary. Chriſtianity | 
had the beſt precepts, and the beſt ex- 
amples. The Hebrews were not there= Þ} 
fore to deſpair, but to perſe vere in all | 
| their trials. | 1 
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' Of theſe that of TP OUE ſtands the 

firſt, He was the ſon of Alpheus, Mat. 

nt X. g. compared with Acts x1i. 2. and Iſt 
Cor. xv. 7. For farther particulars of 


him ſee Acts xv. 13, &c. compared with 
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: ( 44 ) 


Gal. ii. 4—12. Hence it is concluded 


that James reſided at Jeruſalem, and 
acted as biſhop or head of the chriſtians 
there, See Acts x11. 17. xxi. 18. Gal. 

i. 19. He's called the Lord's brother; 
by which may be meant relation, or kinſ- 
man. He was a zealous, diſcreet, mof- 


fenfive character. Hence he became 
biſhop, by general confent. He was 


called the leſs. Mark xv. 40. to. diſtin- 
guiſh him from the other James, who 


might be taller, or more eminent or no- 


ticed. He was afterwards named Juſ- 
tus. Ancient hiſtory relates that he was 
ſlain in a tumult' at Jeruſalem, after 
Paul's departure to Rome. From Heb. 
X11}. 17. it has been argued that the 
writer referred to James death: if fo, 
he might be put to death in the year 62. 


The epiſtle called his has been received 


with doubt. It might have been ritten 
to correct the abuſe, which might be 
made of paſſages in Paul's epiſtles. 
As however he points out the jewiſh de- 
ſtruction, and reprobates the wars and 


.contentions which happened in the year 
| 62, that year may ſerve as the date for | 


the 


( 45 ) 
the epiſtle. The e is addreſſed to 
the twelve ſcattetcc ::: ves, to all the Jews 
at Jeruſalem or abroad. Ouly the eight 
concluding verſes ſeem to oppoſe the 
genuinenels, and perhaps theſe may e re- 
conciled with reaſon and eaſtern eu- 


toms. It is an excellent moral - Þiſtle. 
It was not likely to come from an im- 
poſtor: it recommends paticnce under 
affliction, declares God the giver of wiſ- 
dom, enjoins humility, and piety ; points 
out the nature of true reiigion, warns 
againſt an undue reſpe& of perſons, 
teaches ſuperiors and the rich, kindneſs 
to inferiors and the poor, inculcates good 
will on all, demands univerſal virtue 
Jand compleat holineſs, ſhews that good 
works are the proper fruits of faith, de- 
'» | ſcribes the evils arifing from the abuſe of 
the tongue, draws the characters of earth- 
ly and heavenly wiſdom, reprobates the 
ſpirit of envy and contention ; reproves 
ſlander, evil- ſpeaking, avarice, and op- 
preſſion ; denounces the deſtruction of 
the wicked in Jeruſalem, holds up to the 
faithful ſaints examples of patience, pre- 
icribes a proper courſe of conduct one 
* another, proves the a 
an 


( 46 ) 
and efficacy of prayer, and recounts the 
bleflings which attend the 2 of 
a ſinner. 


\ 23. 
On the life and charafter of Peter. 


Tun holy land vas divided into Judes, 
Samaria, Galilee, &c., In upper Gali- 
lee, Galilee of the Gentiles, belonging to 
the tribe of Naphtali, on the north-weſt 
of the ſea, called Tiberias, or Genne- 
ſaret flood Bethſaida. Here Simon 
Peter was born, John i. 44. He was a 
fiſherman, the ſon of Jonas, the brother 
of Andrew, who firſt believed that Jeſus 
was the Meſſiah, John i. 40. Their at- 
-tendance was not regular till their call 
Matt. iv. 18, &c. and the parallel places 
4 8 Luke v. 2, &c. who relate 
e impreſſion made on Peter by a grea 
draught of fiſhes, He was married anc 
lived at Capernaum, Matt. viii. 14, 15 
and the parallel places, His zeal wa 
et Matt. xiv» 26, &c. Net! 
rellectec 
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( 43) 
reflected, Matt. xvi. 16. John vi. 68, 6g. 
He was ſhocked with the doctrine of a 
crucified Meſſiah, Matt. xvi: 21. 23- He 
boaſted of his independent ſpirit, Matt. 
xix. 27. His notions were worldly, tem- 
poral, confined, John xiii. His zeal was 
raſh, John xviit. 10, 11. but weak, Mark |} 
xiv. 66, 67, &c. He and John were the l 
firſt of the apoſtles, who went to the ſe- I! 
pulchre, John xx. 2—g. See 1 Cor. vx. 
5. Jeſus tried him at Tiberias, John xxi. | 
1, &c. Matthew and John have related 
honourable things of him, but have not f 
concealed his failings. John, his friend, |} 
has not dwelt upon them, but Mark, if 
whoſe goſpel he knew, has faithfully and 
fully deſcribed them. After the aſcen- 
hon, Peter made a principal figure a- 
mong the apoſtles; was their leader, 
ſpeaker, direQor ; boldly declared the 
truth; (ſee the firſt five chapters of Actsz) 
performed wonders in Jeruſalem, third 

chap. and in Samaria and other parts of 
Judea, viii. 14, 25. ix. 32, 43. and con- 
alYverted Cornelius, a Gentile. Acts x. 
15 particularly $4, &c. and chap. xi. 1—18. 
Wcompared with Exodus xii. 48. Lev. 
ge Vit» 8. Num. ix. 14+ XV. 15+ Deut. xiv. 


0 / 


21. Eph. ii. 13. Mat. xxiii. 15. Ads 
ii. 10. vi. 5. xiii. 43. X. 45. Chapter 
xii. relates Peter's impriſonment and 
deliverance; after which it is ſaid he 
went to Rome, but he was at Jeruſalem 
at the council four or five years after- 
wards. We do not learn from any good 
hiſtorian that he went to Rome before 
the time when along with Paul he ſuf- 
fered death, at the earlieſt in the year 63 
or 64. The ſecond chapter of the epiſtle 
to the Galatians deſcribes his diſſimula- 
tion at Antioch, yet patient endurance 
of Paul's reproof. He is mentioned in 
the 1ſt epiſtle to Cor. i ix. Ii has been 
argued that he was at Corinth, but iii. 6. 
ſeems to prove the contrary. He was 
afterwards in Aſia, agreeably to andient 
hiſtory. He is not mentioned as being at 
Rome, either in the epiſtle tothe Romans, 
or in any of Paul's epiſtles. It has 
been ſaid without 1140; reaſon, that he 
was in Chaldea. He Herred d bh at 
Rome in Nero's reigg h. ed the 


burning of the city on:the £4.12 lie 
was ordered to he cruci“ 1 ts ''o heac 
downwards, wiuch /; duct „e enn 


that he was not W. thy 6: utc} 3 14 4728 
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had done. Many ſtories are - told of him | 
which are not worthy of credit. 1 


iF pe oo cn, 
On the rf epifile of F 


deemed genuine. What is called the | 
ſecond epiſtle of Peter has been doubted, 
6 yet perhaps not denied ; but only num- | 
n bered among the enter books, and 
n not generally acknowledged as written 
6. by the apoſtle. Both were received in | ; 
as the fourth and following centuries. = 


. Tu 18 epiſile has univerſally bern 
E 


ut | 
at Internal be favours the genuine- 
as, | nels of the ſecond. 2 Pet. i. 14. com- 


„as pared with John xx1. 18, 19. See alfo _ |} 
nel 2 Peter i. 16, 17, 18. compared with © 
| Matt. xvii. 1—9. examine > alſo 2 Pete Ht. 


the 15, 16. 


ac The firſt epiſtle was written t o Cbrit 
ans living in Pontus, &c. of whom pro- 
We moſt were Gentiles, but among 
; E | whom 
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21, Eph. ii. 13. Mat. xxiii. 15. Acts 
ii. 10. vi. 5. xiii. 43. x. 45. Chapter 
xii. relates Peter's impriſonment and 
deliverance; after which it is ſaid he 
went to Rome, but he was at Jeruſalem 
at the council four or five years after- 
wards. We do not learn from any good 
hiſtorian that he went to Rome before 
the time when along with Paul he ſuf- 
fered death, at the earlieſt in the year 63 
or 64. The ſecond chapter of the epiſtle 
to the Galatians deſcribes his diſſimula- 
tion at Antioch, yet patient endurance 
of Paul's reproof. He is mentioned in 
the 1ſt epiſtle to Cor. i ix. Ii has been 
argued that he was at Corinth, but iii. 6. 
ſeems to prove the contrary. He was 
afterwards'in Aſia, agreeably to andient 
hiſtory. He is not mentioned as being at 
Rome, either in the epiſtle to the Romans, 
or in any of Paul's epiſtles. It has 
been ſaid without ©1407: reaſon, that he 
was in Chaldea. He fred d th at 


Rome in Nero's reigg h 50 the 
burning of the city on;t1® ©: C2442 Hie 
was ordered to he criuct fd y 174 
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had done. Many ſtories are-told of him ” 
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On the forſt epiſtle of Peter. 100 
Tunis « epiſile has univerſally been 


deemed genuine. 
ſecond epiſtle of Peter has been doubted, 


yet perhaps not denied; but only num- 


bered among the controverted books, and 
not generally acknowledged as written 
by the apoſtle. Both were received in 
the fourth and following centuries. 


Internal oridente favours the genuine- 
| neſs of the ſecond. 2 Pet. i. 14. com- 
pared with John xxi. 18, 19. See alfo 
2 Peter i. 16, 17, 18. compared with 
Matt. xvii. 19. examine alſo 2 Pet. iii. 
13, 16. | 


The firſt epiſtle was written t o Chit. 


tians living in Pontus, &c. of whom pro- 
Wr moſt were Gentiles, but among 


8 7 Whom 


What is called the 


4 „ 

whom there were ſome Jews; from Ba- 

bylon, either in Aſſyria, or a city in E- 

gypt, or Jeruſalem or Rome, towards the 
cloſe of Peter's life. . 


It is a moral epiſtle, deſcribing the be- 
nefits of affliction, repreſenting the better 
hæppier times foretold by the prophets, 
recommending the example of Chriſt, 
warning againſt wickedneſs, propoſing 
the goſpel as a remedy againſt evil and 
ſin, teaching ſubmiſſion to government 
which cannot be mended, exhorting ſer- 
vants or flaves to obedience, ſhewing that 
the death of Jeſus confirmed the goſpel 
better than ſacrifices, proved that God 
was good; enjoining to wives ſubmiſſion, 
and a meek and quiet ſpirit; command- 
ing huſbands to honour, reſpeR, aſſiſt, 
and love their wives; adviſing all to be 
good, to do good; to be at peace, not to 
be aſhamed of the goſpel, but to be well 
acquainted with it, and ready to defend 
it, as they hoped to ſpread that. cauſe, 
which promiſed to have better ſucceſs 
than the inſtructions of Noah had had, 
in whole, time the deluge happening, 
was an image of baptiſm, which itſelf was 

© "iS; only 
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only an emblem of purity, and of a ſpi- 
ritual mind. Chriſtians were to be like 
Jeſus, eſpecially as evil and. calamity 
were coming upon Jeruſalem, and they 
might expect trouble and perſecution. 
They were therefore to be peculiarly cir- . 
cumſpect. The elders were to be dili- 
gent; the young to be obedient; for the 
conduct of all would be watched by their 
numerous malicious enemies. They were 
therefore ſteadily to bear their trials, in 
hopes of good and happineſs in the end. 
The epiſtle was ſent by Silvanus, with 
ſalutations or reſpects, and exhortations 
to — and peace. 


2s. 
On the , eß if of Peter. 


Smxox, not Simon, yet an 1 apoſlle, 


was the writer of what is called the ſfe- 
cond of Peter. 


Peter is called by this name, Acts xv. 
14. *Tis an epiſtle doubtful, not there- 
"= fore 


oo a. 
fore ſpurious; moral, intended to guard 
againſt idolatry, and itsattendant crimes, 


The writer had not long to live, was 
to die as Jeſus had foretold; had been 
-with his Maſter on the mount of transfi- 
guration, and from the influence and 
fpread of chriſtianity was aſſured of the 
bleſſed times foretold by the ſpirit of 
prophecy. But idolatry was the cauſe 
or the fruit of fin, and liable to puniſh- 
ment. Hence the {inning angels or meſ- 
ſengers, the poſterity of Seth, the ſons of 
God, were deſtroyed by the deluge. 
Hence the 655. of Babel were con- 
founded. Hence Sodom and Gomor- 
rah Were overthrown. Hence Balaam, 
the Moabites, Midianites, and the finning 
children of Iſrael, were ſlain. Hence 
they had cauſe to tremble, who forſook 
Cod, and who without fear, examination, 
and enquiry, denied Jeſus to.be the Meſ- 
ſiah, and indulged themſelves in thoſe 
acts of wickedneſs which would endl 4 in 
their deſtruction. 


It became the Jews eſpecially to con- 
ngen that * was ſoon to be ru- 
| ined, 


5 


"ined, and they who deſpiſed God might 

be aſſured, that the world would again 
be deſtroyed for the wickedneſs of man- 
kind. Chriſtians were then to be faith- 


ful and pure. 


8 26. 
On the epiſtle of Jude. 
Tun epiſtle of Jade. is conſidered 


immediately after the ſecond of Peter, 
on account of the reſemblance between 
them. 


* 


Jude was called Lebbæus, or Thad- 
a Matt. x. g. Luke vi. 16. He was 


the brother, relation, or kinſman of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Mat. xiii. 55. Mark vi. g. the bro- 


ther of James, the ſon of Alpheus, and 


of Mary the wife of Cleopas, John xix. 
25- Alpheus and Cleopas were names, 
probably of the ſame perſon. Compare 


Matt. xxvii. 56. Mark xv. _- John 


5 22. 
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( 54 ) 

There are many uncertain accounts of 

Jude. His epiſtle has been controverted. 

He claims not the title of apoſtle. Cle- 

mens Alexandrinus wrote an explanation 

of Jude. It was allowed as genuine by 
Tertullian and Origen. 


Some have argued againſt it becauſe 
it quotes Enoch; but Jude gives it no 
authority. The eighth and ninth verſes 
Te:er ſome think to a book entitled the 
aſſumption, or aſcenſion of Moſes. But 
Lardner refers them to Zech. iii. 1—g. 
The epillle was written either in the year 
71 or 72, or in 90. Probably it was not 
written early, as it mentions the corrup- 
tions of chriſtianity; yet poſſibly ſoon 
after the ſecond of Peter. And if this 
epiſtle be genuine, it might be written in 
the year 65, or 66. Verſe 18 means 
either the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, or 
the laſt times. Moſt of the apoſtles were 
dead, 17. 


'Tis an epiſtle not ealy to reduce to 
rational Tcriptural principles without ſup- 
poling it very figurative and alluhve. 
The argument is preciſely the ſame with 
that of the ſecond of Peter. Y 27. 


| 


(68) 
927. 
On John's epiflles 


Tus firſt epillie of lohn was uni- 
verſally and early received as his. Tt 
was written either juſt before the deſtruc- _ 
tion of Jeruſalem or his own death, ii. 


18. to the Parthians or Coriathians, if *% 
the ſecond and third epiſtles be genuine. 


Compare the third with Rom. xvi. 23. 
1 Cor. i. 14. 


The firſt was ſent to ſome particu- 
lar ſociety, but adapted for the general 
body of chriſtians. The controverted 


paſſage, chap. v. and part of the ſe- 
venth and eighth verſes, (containing 


the words in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit, and theſe 
three are one; and there are three that 


bear witneſs on earth,) are to be found 


only in one manuſcript, which is of the 
fifteenth orfixteenth century, are omitted 
in ancient verſions, never quoted in early 


' trinitarian controverſies, omitted in Lu- 
| ther's German Bible; in En gliſh Bibles, 


at the time of the RE I either 
printed 


* a 
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Printed in a different character, ſeparated 
by a parentheſis, or included in brackets. 


The Berlin manuſcript is produced as 
containing it, but this is a copy from a 
printed modern edition, which it follows 
in its errors. Tertullian quoted not this 
paſlage, but John x. go. to prove the tri- 
nity. Cyprian and others have given a 
_ myſtical interpretation of the other wit- 
neſſes, in behalf of the trinity. Nor are 
there more than four witneſſes. Hence 
the paſſage was. either forged, or-inſerted 
from the margin into the text. 


The epiſtle deſcribes John as an eye 
and ear witneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, chriſti- 
anity as light, Jeſus as the Meſſiah, the 
propitiation, teaching us that God is pro- 
pitious, not making him ſo; God as love, 
benevolence, and thoſe only as faithful 
diſciples, who admitting Jeſus to be the 
Meſſiah, practice the duties of love and 
benevolence, and keep themſelves from 
idolatry and fin. 1 John v. 20. may be 
explained by 2 John 7- 2 John iv. g. 
570 Heb. xi. 17. : Ne! 

The 
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The ſecond and third epiſtles were re, 
ceived as genuine, by Athanaſius and 
Bede. They are ſhort, particular, EG 


The ele lady was a church, or a wo- 
man named Electa or Cyria, perhaps at 
Corinth, whoſe children were faithful and 
good, in the midſt of error, corruption, 
{uperſtition; the abettors of which they 
were not to encourage. It contains alſo 
alutations or reſpetts from a alter. Ps 


The third epiſtle is addreſſed to Gaius, 
or Caius, perhaps Paul's hoſt at Corinth, 
as it commEnds him for his hoſpitality 
and fidelity. It ſpeaks againſt Diotre- 

hes, in favour of Demetrius, but defers 
farther inſtruction, and advice, to a per- | 
ſonal ee 


I a8. 
On the Apocalypſe, or the book 7 Re- 


ks velation. 


Troves the great Sir Iſaac New- 
| ton declared there was better evidence 
for 


9 - 


( 88) 
for the genuineneſs of the book of Re- 
velation, than for that of any other book 
in the New Teſtament, it ſeems to have 
been firſt admitted only, by thoſe who 
embraced the doctrine of the millenium, 
or the opinion that the ſaints were to 
reign with Chriſt a thouſand years upon 
earth. It is left out in a catalogue of 
the chriſtian ſcriptures framed in a part 

of Aſia where. John was revered. After 
frequent peruſal the judicious Lardner 


candidly owned that he did not ren 
Are | 41 EET 


The firſt SANG of it contains tes to 


different churches or ſocieties of chriſ- 
tians, and the general deſign of the reſt, 
if it be prophetical, is to aſſure the diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus, that however they may 


+ be perſecuted, and whatever 'calamities- 


they may endure for the faithful profeſ- 
ſion and practiſe of their religion, they 
will be happy at laſt, the goſpel will be 

irged from all its corruptions; bigotry 
wall be extinct; idolatry will ceaſe; ſu- 
perſtition will end, vice will be deſtroyed; 
evil will be done we and the _ 


( 39 ) 
of God will become an univerſe of love, 
of holineſs, and of everlaſting bliſs. 


The beſt argument in favour of the 
authenticity of this book, is, that whether 


it be more or leſs underſtood, it is a moſt - 


noble ſublime performance, and accords 
ſo exactly with the improved and im- 
proving condition of the world, that one 
cannot imagine an impoſtor could pro- 


| duce it, or aſcribe it to any other perſon, 


but to one, whoſe mind, like that of John, 
impreſſed with temple ſcenery, framed 
from it an idea of the heavenly world; 


and who, agreeably to ancient teſtimony, 


was unqueſtionably baniſhed to the iſland 
of Patmos. 


Babylon i is thought to intimate Rome, 


xvii. 18. The opening of the {even vials 


have been thought to deſcribe the cala- 
mities which befel Chriſtians before the 
time of Conſtantine. The trumpets have 
been thought to ſound the events from 
that time to the eſtabliſhment of the Ro- 
man hierarchy. The plagues then may 
pourtray calamities from that time to the 
overthrow of all hierarchies. 
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